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Lights up on “In the Heights,” this weekend only
The Tony, Grammy, and Drama Desk 
Award-winning musical “In the Heights” 
will make its Saint Mary’s debut on Thurs-
day, April 27 in LeFevre Theatre. Written 
by Broadway legend Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
the musical takes places in the Washington 
Heights neighborhood of Manhattan and tells 
the story of a group of first and second genera-
tion Latinx immigrants who all have different 
dreams for themselves. Over the course of the 
show, the characters work to make a living, a 
home, and an identity for themselves.
The Saint Mary’s production of “In the 
Heights” will feature a cast of talented stu-
dents with differing levels of experience in 
theater production. For some performers, “In 
the Heights” is the first college show they have 
participated in, while others are seasoned 
stage veterans.
Senior Rachel Hartley, who was last seen 
on the LeFevre stage when she was a first-
year student, was cast as a member of the 
ensemble. Hartley’s decision to audition for 
the show, which will be her first musical at 
Saint Mary’s, seemed like the right thing to 
do, even though she is not a theater major.
One aspect of the Saint Mary’s production 
of “In the Heights” that is unique is the range 
BY ALEXA GAMBERO
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
of academic and performance disciplines 
that the cast members come from. This is a 
new concept for guest director Nick Gabriel, 
who is a Resident Artist and associate faculty 
member at the prestigious American Conser-
vatory Theater in San Francisco. 
Typically, Gabriel has worked with stu-
dents and actors who have already made the 
decision to pursue theater professionally. 
Working with students who have various as-
pirations has enriched Gabriel’s directorial 
perspective.
Commenting on the energy, experience, 
and talent of the Saint Mary’s cast, Gabriel 
noted, “I have been really excited by this 
cast. They have been generous with each 
other and encouraged by their capabilities, 
even those who haven’t decided to become 
professionals.”
Gabriel was approached by Rebecca Engle 
about directing a production at Saint Mary’s 
after teaching a monologue interpretation 
course on campus. “In the Heights” was the 
first musical on a list of possible productions 
for this spring, and it was so compelling that 
Gabriel and Engle were able to agree that it 
would be the perfect show to put on for the 
Saint Mary’s community.
“I appreciate that one of the central themes 
of the show is community and community 
coming together despite its different mem-
bers having different aspirations and different 
goals for themselves,” Gabriel said. “I also 
think that Lin-Manuel [Miranda] sort of rep-
resents the future of the best of the American 
theater, and I think that it’s important that 
we bring fresh, new perspectives to college 
campuses, particularly in relation to theater 
performance.”
This musical stood out from other shows in 
the genre because of its incorporation of rap 
lyrics and hip-hop, salsa, and jazz influences, 
which was unprecedented in 2008 when “In 
the Heights” made its Broadway debut. 
With opening night approaching, Hartley 
said, “I hope that everyone [realizes] the heart 
and passion of the show, that we as a cast and 
crew have been working so hard on this, and 
that Saint Mary’s understands the importance 
of a show like this for our campus.”
“In the Heights” will premiere on Thursday, 
April 27 at 8:00 p.m. Other showtimes are: 
Friday, April 28 at 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., 
Saturday, April 29 at 8:00 p.m., and Sunday, 
April 30 at 2:00 p.m. Tickets can be purchased 
online or at the LeFevre box office. There will 
be a free pre-show event in the Intercultural 
Center on Friday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m. that 
will feature a panel by professors Jose Feito 
and Raina Leon. There will also be a post-show 
discussion with the cast following the 9:00 p.m. 
show on April 29.
BY TERRILYN HO
NEWS EDITOR
Between Monday, April 3 and Wednes-
day, April 5, students were allowed to vote 
for their Executive Council and Class 
Senators on their My Saint Mary’s homep-
age or on De La Salle lawn on Wednesday 
during Community Time. 
There were two candidates running for 
President, Nico Docolas ‘18 and Maria 
Mata ‘18. Docolas had been a Senator prior 
to joining the campaign for presidency and 
Mata had been Vice President for Student 
Organizations prior to running. 
On Instagram, Docolas posted a video 
titled, Saint Mary ’s Presidential Dis-
qualification Address. He also urged his 
“fellow students to listen to this video all 
the way through” to contact him with any 
questions or concerns. Furthermore, he 
also thanked the members of the Election 
Commission “who battled with this injus-
tice. Your effort will not go unappreciated.” 
The video began with Docolas “thank-
ing all of the friends, colleagues, faculty 
members, who have contributed into my 
campaign. I regret to inform you that I 
have been unjustly disqualified from Presi-
dential contention based on a decision 
made from certain students of the Judicial 
Tribunal and the Election Commission. 
I sent an email to the Saint Mary’s RAs, 
11:55 p.m., April 2. I was working with a 
respected member of our community, 
Jesus Gutierrez, who can confirm the time 
the email was sent. Unfortunately, through 
an unpreventable, technological error, the 
email was delivered at 12:01 a.m., 1 minute 
past the campaign deadline. I explained 
rationally that with my dedication to the 
position and to the school, I would never 
intentionally break one of the rules to get 
me disqualified. However, I was not al-
lowed a witness testimony during the hear-
ing and all evidence including my word 
was disregarded. For the time being, this 
election should be considered invalid and 
postponed until transparency is achieved, 
we cannot move forward.” 
There have been individuals who have 
voiced their thoughts on the result of this 
situation. Some of the comments that 
were left on the video’s page include one 
that states, “This is ridiculous if this is the 
reason you lost. I thought SMC was better 
than this.” Another stated, “Sad that this 
injustice has led to the clear winner of 
the race being disqualified. No doubt you 
see Presidential Disqualification, page 3
MISSILE STRIKE SHOWS 
TRUMP’S IMPULSIVE NATURE
Recent attack on Syrian Airbase 
proved Trump should stay out 
of Syrian conflict PAGE 5
NINA AND BENNY will be played by Amanda Ramos and Dino Tenorino, pictured above. There will be five different showtimes, with opening night set for April 27. (Courtesy of Matthew Cohen)
Theater program to premiere Tony-winning Broadway musical April 27
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Crime Beat
3/31/17 12:45 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation 
Synopsis: Town of Moraga warn-
ing notice for loud and unruly 
party at off campus housing; 
referred to Community Life 
4/2/17  2:00 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation 
Synopsis: Underage drinking 
and possession of alcohol in 
Claeys North; referred to Com-
munity Life 
4/4/17   4:30 a.m.
Incident: Medical Incident 
Synopsis: Student feeling ill in 
Justin Hall, transported to Kai-
ser Hospital; referred to Health 
& Wellness Center 
4/5/17   12:00 p.m.
Incident: Unsafe Driving on 
Campus 
Synopsis:  Student observed 
speeding and screeching tires 
on De La Salle Drive 
4/5/17   7:57 p.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Suspicious circum-
stances in Dante Hall, under in-
vestigation; referred to Moraga 
Police 
4/6/17   4:45 p.m.
Incident; Medical Incident
Synopsis: Student felt dizzy in 
St. Albert Hall Library, declined 
medical attention; referred to 
Health & Wellness 
4/6/17   3:30 p.m.
Incident: Theft 
Synopsis: Laptop bag, personal 
items and cash missing from 
Oliver Hall; referred to Moraga 
Police 
4/6/17   3:15 p.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Suspicious juvenile 
wandering inside Rheem Cam-
pus; referred to Moraga Police 
4/6/17   9:45 p.m.
Incident: Burglary
Synopsis: Possession of stolen 
property and vandalism in Ma-
digan Gym (non-SMC students, 
arrested); referred to Moraga 
Police 
4/7/17   3:43 p.m.
Incident: Unauthorized Entry
Synopsis: Student seen climb-
ing in a window to receive a 
sweatshirt in Ageno A- not the 
student’s  room; referred to 
Community Life 
4/7/17   7:30 p.m.
Incident: Malicious behavior 
Synopsis: Laundry taken from 
dryer in Mitty Hall  laundry 
room and thrown about and 
behind the dryer; referred to 
Residential Experience 
4/8/17   12:15 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm 
S y n o p s i s :  Fo o d  c o o k i n g  s et 
off alarm in Ageno C, no fire, 
smoke, or scorching; referred 
to Residential Experience and 
Facilities Services 
4/9/17   11:45 a.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Staff member in St. 
Albert Hall Library feeling ill- 
no transport; referred to Hu-
man Resources 
4/10/17  8:40 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm 
Syn op s is:  Trouble alarm in 
More Hall; referred to Residen-
tial Experience and Facilities 
Services 
4/14/17  10:00 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm 
S y n o p s i s :  U n k n o w n  c a u s e - 
alarm reset in IT Services; re-
ferred to Facilities Services 
4/14/17 10:15 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm 
Synopsis: Found secured- un-
known cause of alarm in IT 
Services; referred to Facilities 
Services 
4/14/17  3:15 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation 
Synopsis: Alcohol possession 
and intoxication in Justin Hall; 
referred to Community Life 
4/16/17 4:45 a.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Unauthorized visitor 
and welfare check at front gate 
and in Augustine Hall; referred 
to CAPS
4/17/17 4:00 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm 
Synopsis: Unknown cause of 
alarm- all secure in IT Services; 
referred to Facilities Services 
4/17/17  2:45 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm 
Synopsis: Steam from shower 
activated fire alarm in Guerrieri 
West; referred to Residential 
Experience and Facilities Ser-
vices 
Professor Weissman hosts podcast for Jacobin Magazine
BY JACOB TURNROSE
OPINION EDITOR
Suzi Weissman, a Saint Mary’s 
College professor and long time 
radio host, was recently recruited 
by the influential Jacobin maga-
zine to host a podcast for the 
publication. 
At Saint Mary ’s, Weissman 
teaches in the Politics Depart-
ment with a focus on Russian and 
Soviet Union politics. She cur-
rently teaches American Politics, 
American Foreign Policy, and 
Social Justice Organizations for 
the spring 2017 semester. 
Weissman is somewhat of an 
elusive figure within the Politics 
Department as many students 
struggle to fathom that a professor 
could commute from the Bay Area 
to Los Angeles twice a week. Yet 
this is true. 
Her radio show on KPFK, which 
broadcasts throughout Southern 
California, is one reason why 
Weissman makes the commute. 
“Beneath the Surface” is the cur-
rent name of her show, which airs 
on Fridays from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
Having started her radio career 
in 1979, Weissman first focused 
much of her attention on the Cold 
War. After the fall of the USSR, she 
expanded her content to touch on 
other international and domestic 
issues.
Throughout this 38-year span, 
Weissman has gotten the chance 
to interview a wide array of leftist 
thinkers and politicians. 
Her list of guests include Bernie 
Sanders, Elizabeth Warren, Ralph 
Nader, Matt Taibbi, Bob Odenkirk, 
Naomi Klein, and Dolores Huerta. 
She once interviewed Zbigniev 
Brzezinski, the National Security 
Advisor for President Carter, who 
stated on air that arming the Mu-
jahideen in Afghanistan was a “bad 
idea” according to Weissman.
SUZI WEISSMAN hosts a radio show called “Beneath the Surface” for the leftist publication Jacobin.  (Courtesy of Uprising Radio)
On one of her latest programs, 
she had Prof. Hisham Ahmed of 
Saint Mary’s College on to talk 
about the Syrian Civil War and the 
latest missile strike against the 
Syrian government executed by the 
Trump Administration.
It was Weissman’s extensive 
background in both leftist thought 
and radio broadcasting that led to 
her current position at Jacobin 
Magazine. 
Jacobin was founded in 2011 by 
Bashkar Sunkara who published 
the magazine from his dorm room 
at George Washington University. 
Since then, Jacobin has grown 
exponentially and has become an 
essential publication for American 
leftists. 
“Jacobin is arguably the most 
important new publication to 
emerge in the period that saw a 
new radicalization, exemplified 
in 2011 with the proliferation of 
Occupy around the country,” said 
Weissman. More than 25,000 peo-
ple have subscribed to Jacobin’s 
print journal, and its webpage gets 
millions of visits every month. The 
magazine has “an explicitly ‘neo-
Marxist’ orientation and activist 
bent,” added Weissman. 
Dylan Matthews of Vox wrote, 
“Jacobin has, in the past five years, 
become the leading intellectual 
voice of the American left, the most 
vibrant and relevant socialist pub-
lication in a very long time.” 
Weissman met Sunkara at a con-
ference at New York University. 
“He was 25 (now 27) when we met, 
and he wanted structured meet-
ings to discuss burning questions 
about theory, history and politics. 
So we began meeting once a week 
for coffee or a meal to do this,” said 
Weissman. “Later, we talked about 
getting a Jacobin podcast. I started 
seriously planning it last summer, 
then met with Bhaskar several 
times in the fall.  We launched the 
podcast this year in February.”
Weissman’s first podcast episode 
for Jacobin is titled, “How the 
Left can Win,” which consists of a 
conversation with Sunkara, as well 
as Weissman’s partner, Marxist 
economic historian and professor 
at UCLA, Robert Brenner. The trio 
explore how the left can transcend 
the Bernie Sanders campaign and 
gain power in the United States. 
Since this first episode, Weiss-
man has done three more. Her lat-
est episode, “Overhauling French 
Politics,” was the top post on Jaco-
bin’s website at the time of the Col-
legian’s interview with Weissman. 
“Jacobin is gorgeously produced, 
demonstrating that its aesthetic 
should match the beauty of its 
ideas/content.  It is a magazine of 
ideas and of politics with great am-
bition,” said Weissman. “It is wildly 
successful and, to me, that says that 
the left is becoming an important 
force again, and it needs a platform 
to discuss ideas, revive socialist 
thought and practice and foster 
working class consciousness.”
Campus 
Calendar
The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations, 
we cannot list individual 
club meetings.
11th Annual Lu’au Cultural 
Night
Tuesday, April 25
5:30-9:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga 
Room
Contact IC Center
www.stmarys-ca.edu/ic 
“Know Your Rights” A SMC 
Presentation About Immigra-
tion Concerns
Wednesday, April 26
9:30-10:30 a.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Hiroko Nakano
hn1@stmarys-ca.edu 
Artist Talk: Digital Tomb
Wednesday, April 26
1:00-2:00 p.m.
Saint Mary’s College Museum 
of Art
Contact the Museum 
925-631-4363
Denim Day
Wednesday, April 26
3:00-4:30 p.m.
Dante Hall: Quad
Contact Director of Sexual Assault 
Prevention (Erin)
X4193
Latino Music Night
Thursday, April 27
8:15-9:30 p.m.
Art Room 105
Contact BFG
jms34@stmarys-ca.edu 
Fair Trade Festival
Friday, April 28
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Lawn
Contact Carrie Davis
cak6@stmarys-ca.edu 
Spring Concert
Saturday, April 29
5:00-7:30 p.m.
1425 St Marys Rd (Moraga Park 
Commons)
cabdirector@stmarys-ca.edu
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Presidential Disqualification: Docolas wants a revote for the votes that weren’t counted
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Academic Senate votes to maintain diversity training resolution sanctions
would have led Saint Mary’s the 
right way, Nico. SMC is proud 
of you dude. Your campaign 
was nothing short of admirable 
and will be remembered and 
respected.” 
As one of the governing bodies 
of the Associated Students, the 
Judicial Tribunal is the branch 
that oversaw the case and made 
the decision to disqualify Doco-
las. The Elections Commission 
was also part of the case and their 
focus was on interpreting the 
Election Code, which is one of 
the several governing documents 
that are part of the Associated 
Students handbook. 
As stated in Section 1.08 of the 
Election Code, “D. No campaign-
ing shall take place on Election 
Days.” Due to it being shown 
that Docolas’ email was delivered 
at 12:01 a.m., and campaigning 
was supposed to have stopped at 
11:59 p.m., a formal petition was 
brought to the Judicial Tribunal 
and Elections Commissions. 
Valeria Martin, the Chief Jus-
tice of the Judicial Tribunal, em-
phasized that their job is “look-
ing at it based on the fact of the 
case—objective and unbiased.” 
The way the process works is 
that an issue is formally brought 
up and the Tribunal will convene 
with the Election Commissions 
to review it. Afterwards, the in-
dividual involved will be allowed 
a hearing, where they will be able 
to explain their side of the story. 
Then, the committees meet again 
to discuss the case before making 
Docolas expressed his anger by 
stating, “Seven students silenced 
the many votes of students — at 
least release the vote count — 
what they’re doing is censorship 
of public information. At the end 
of the day, it’s not very much to 
call for a revote — in our election, 
there was an intervention, which 
prevented several votes from 
being counted. I am very firmly 
calling for a revote.” 
One of the points that Docolas 
brought up in his video was that 
he was not allowed to bring in a 
witness to his hearing. Martin ex-
plained that this was due to it not 
being explicitly expressed in the 
governing documents about what 
sort of tangible evidence the per-
son can bring to a hearing. Due 
to confidentiality, Martin was 
unable to speak on the reasons 
that led to the decision resulting 
in Docolas’ disqualification. 
Currently, the Associated Stu-
dents President for the 2017-
2018 school year is Maria Mata. 
Docolas also presented a letter 
of appeal which was turned down 
because nothing unconstitution-
al was found about the decision. 
a decision. For this specific case, 
the decision was sent out by the 
Election Chair to Docolas.
Docolas explained that on 
Monday, April 3, he was emailed 
that he was to attend a hearing 
that night at 9:15 p.m. “I emailed 
back the president and she de-
nied me all information until 
the hearing — no where in the 
election code does it say that you 
can withhold information until 
the hearing.” 
NICO DOCOLAS and his team pictured at the end of his campaign. (Courtesy of @nico4smc)
On Wednesday, April 19, the Aca-
demic Senate voted against a reso-
lution that would have suspended 
the implementation of sanctions on 
faculty members who fail to com-
plete the GUIDE diversity training. 
If passed, the resolution would have 
halted the sanctions until May of 
2018 when the Faculty Inclusive 
Training (FIT) Task Force is sched-
uled to give recommendations based 
on their inquiry into the efficacy on 
the GUIDE training.  
This latest Senate meeting 
marked the third time a resolution 
regarding the issue of diversity train-
ing has been voted on. After some 
dialogue surrounding the sanctions, 
the diversity training, and their 
implications, the Senate voted 3-6 
against the resolution. 
If adopted by the Saint Mary’s 
BY JACOB TURNROSE
OPINION EDITOR
College Administration without 
amendment, the resolution will 
make applying for faculty develop-
ment funds, sabbatical leave, etc. 
contingent on taking the GUIDE 
training every three years. 
Overall, the most recent Academic 
Senate meeting was less tense than 
the one before it. Despite the com-
parative calm, there were still some 
contentious comments made. After 
an address from Vice Chair Hisham 
Ahmed, in which he argued against 
the suspense of sanctions, some staff 
members and students clapped in 
approval. 
Prof. Barbara McGraw, seated 
next to the clapping audience mem-
bers, quipped “Not appropriate!” 
In her subsequent address to the 
senate, she said, “I would really ap-
preciate it if the students would treat 
this forum respectfully,” to which 
Patricia Kreitz, Dean of Library 
and Academic Resources, replied, 
“Actually it was two staff members 
[who clapped].” 
An argument in favor of the sus-
pension of the sanctions, proposed 
by Senator Lisa Manter, claimed 
that the sanctions, in their proposed 
form, could actually potentially hurt 
junior faculty members, specifically 
faculty of color. 
If junior faculty members were 
denied development funds, it could 
prohibit them from completing re-
search necessary to teach classes and 
could put their promotion and even 
their employment at Saint Mary’s at 
risk, according to Manter. 
Manter’s statements built off 
another concern amongst some 
faculty members that the current 
GUIDE trainings are offered at in-
opportune times. “Over the last two 
years, all of the trainings [took place] 
either when I was teaching or during 
break,” said Prof. McGraw. 
Other members of the Academic 
Senate criticized Manter’s claim. 
“The idea that a six hour work-
shop is going to somehow move 
junior faculty in a position where 
they won’t be able move up or they 
won’t be able to get their scholarship 
or their teaching preparation done 
seems nonsensical,” said Senator 
Peter Alter. 
“It is terribly exaggerated to say 
that junior faculty and especially 
faculty of color are in danger because 
they have to take a six hour work-
shop once every three years,” said 
Senator Martin Rokeach. “I tell my 
students, if you have to exaggerate 
your point, something’s wrong with 
your point.” 
The results of the April 19 Ac-
ademic Senate were praised by 
students in the End the Silence 
movement, as the movement views 
sanctions as critical in incentiviz-
ing faculty members to attend the 
GUIDE Diversity Training.
Campus Snapshots
RELAY FOR LIFE allows students to help raise money for cancer research. (Kristen Geibel/COLLEGIAN) EARTH WEEK  signs raise awareness about sustainability. (Kristen Geibel/COLLEGIAN)
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BY ANDREI SIMPSON-SATCHLIAN 
OPINION COLUMNIST 
Genocide unrecognized is genocide twice-over 
BY FARHAT DESAI 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Empathy exists in our lives and matters in the business world 
Unknow-
ingly 
BY FARHAT DESAI
CONTRIBUTING POET 
did anyone ever tell you:
you who writes poetry of    
others  
deserves to be in a poem he 
can call his own
 
you who unknowingly nur
tured me, 
helped me step by step  
to understand who i am
and it is starting to show
 
you who always believed
in whatever potential i have,
advised me to be my best self
 
you who i would run to un-
knowingly
and you would do nothing 
but help
 
don’t ever let your worth
be defined by those who don’t 
see your light
 
to me you are of gold,
you are immaculate.
you are certainly in my sight
 
your guidance
your firm correctness
your innocent stubbornness
even your inaccuracies
and all your flaws
are fascinating and no doubt 
leave me in awe
 
i appreciate everything you 
have to offer,
because of you i withdraw
 
and reassess one by one,
the biases, the prejudices 
that have been put in me
 
why it took so many years
for me to notice your worth,
why was it so hard for me 
to see
 
that there is nothing but love
encompassed in my heart
it overflows from my veins,
i don’t even know where to 
start.
On April 24, 1915, my family’s 
world changed. Like many other 
disposable Christian subjects, 
my great-grandfather was a con-
scripted officer in the Ottoman 
Empire’s military. While he was 
stationed away in Romania, he 
was completely unaware of what 
was about to transpire back home. 
In his Ottoman-occupied home-
land of Armenia, the Turkish mili-
tary—the same military he was 
serving in—began an operation: 
the genocide of the Armenian peo-
ple—his people. At last, the Young 
Turks began their execution of 
a long-awaited ethnic cleansing. 
The Armenian scum would at last 
be eradicated and the Ottoman 
Empire would be purified. On 
April 24, 1915, it began.
The Young Turks were a group 
of military officers who, in 1895, 
formed a political party, the Com-
mittee of Union and Progress 
(CUP), and began resisting the 
rule of Sultan Abdul-Hamid. 
Eventually, in 1913, the Young 
Turks orchestrated a revolution, 
ousted the Sultan, and took power. 
The Young Turks were fueled by a 
reactionary, xenophobic sense of 
Ottoman nationalism. They be-
lieved that the Sultan had not been 
harsh enough on the ethnic and 
religious minorities subjected to 
Ottoman rule, and that the Otto-
man Empire needed to be purified 
of non-Turks and non-Muslims. 
(The next time you’re about to 
share or like a video from The 
Young Turks, please remember 
the namesake in whose honor the 
program is titled; it’s the Turkish 
equivalent of the S.S.) 
On April 24, 1915, the Young 
Turks took advantage of the mo-
ment. With all of the preparations 
in place (such as the confiscation 
of Armenians’ guns in 1911), and 
afforded the convenient cover 
of World War I, the Ottoman 
leaders ordered the military to 
execute the operation. Millions 
of Armenians and thousands of 
Assyrians and Greeks were to be 
“dealt with,” and they were.
Harmless, defenseless, and 
innocent, the Armenians were 
rounded up and slaughtered, 
raped, and/or death-marched. 
Males were immediately mur-
dered. Women were raped and 
then rounded up with the chil-
dren. Anyone who resisted was 
either stabbed or shot on sight. 
The Armenians who weren’t 
killed right away suffered slow 
deaths vis-à-vis the death march. 
Armenian women and children, 
continuously beaten and raped, 
were forced to march for miles 
upon miles through deserts and 
mountains with no water or food. 
If you stopped walking, you were 
killed. If you kept walking, you 
died. The Turks employed this 
means of massacre knowing 
that it was a sure way to kill off 
the remaining Armenian “rats,” 
while also retaining the cover of 
a wartime “relocation.” As for the 
Armenians’ homes, farms, and 
other pieces of property, the Turks 
either burned them or kept them, 
depending on their desirability. 
By the end of the Armenian 
Genocide, 75 percent of the Arme-
nian race had been wiped from the 
earth. Out of a population of two 
million, 1.5 million Armenians 
were killed. Thousands of other 
Christians, notably Assyrians and 
Greeks, were similarly discarded. 
While for many these are shocking 
numbers, for my family, unfortu-
nately, these numbers are a numb-
ing reality. My great-grandfather 
returned to the Caucasus to find 
himself the last of his bloodline. 
His entire family—his parents, all 
of his siblings, his five uncles and 
all of their families—was slaugh-
tered. He would learn that the 
men of his family were all slain, 
and so were the women— but only 
after they were raped. His family 
would not have to deal with the 
death marches—they were killed 
before anyone was marched out 
of their village.
The Armenian Genocide is 
neither a conspiracy theory to 
me, nor a history lesson. It is my 
people’s reality—moreover, it is 
my family’s reality. Clearly, it is 
a very personal matter for me as 
a descendant of a survivor of the 
Genocide, the sole survivor of his 
family. But, the recognition of 
the Armenian Genocide is also a 
moral matter for me.
As an American, I am proud 
to be a citizen of a country that 
seeks to fight for and uphold hu-
man rights. As a product of our 
pursuit of human rights and our 
power, we have a uniquely high 
level of moral authority. But, that 
authority is grossly undermined 
when we align ourselves with ac-
tors like Turkey. To this day, Tur-
key fiercely denies the Genocide, 
going so far as making it a crime 
to even so much as mention the 
Genocide. Despite this despicable 
behavior, we stand right beside 
them and support them, making 
us seem like blatant hypocrites as 
we call for the unabashed defense 
of human rights.
Turkey is a NATO ally, at least 
nominally. In recent months, their 
alleged commitment to the ideals 
of NATO has been gravely at odds 
with their actions. The continued 
persecution of the Kurds, abating 
ISIS, and, most recently, the legal 
solidification of President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan as a dictator are 
much more than red flags. The last 
incident is a punctuation of a grad-
ual process headed by Erdogan in 
the pursuit of the transformation 
of Turkey from a democracy to an 
autocratic state and, eventually, 
a return to the Ottoman Empire.
With this being the case, Presi-
dent Trump and Congress have 
no excuses to not formally rec-
ognize the Armenian Genocide. 
The tired fallback justification 
of, “Well, we don’t want to hurt 
ties with a NATO ally and a keen 
asset in the fight against terror,” 
no longer works. If a nation like 
Germany—which not only has a 
NATO alliance with Turkey but 
also has one of the largest Turk-
ish diasporas—can put aside po-
litically expedient reasons not to 
recognize the Genocide and stand 
on the side of justice, then the 
US has no excuse. As mentioned 
before, we have a unique amount 
of power. When the US does or 
says something, the world notices. 
It is vital that the US formally 
recognize the Genocide, because 
then and only then will Turkey be 
forced to answer.
The Armenian Genocide was 
the first genocide of the 20th 
century, a century particularly 
plagued by bloodshed and ethnic 
cleansing. It is an empirical fact 
that Adolf Hitler looked to the 
Armenian Genocide and its lack 
of punishment as an inspiration 
for his Holocaust. 
The longer the Genocide con-
tinues to go unrecognized, and 
the longer Turkey gets to walk 
scot-free, the longer the world’s 
most despicable actors will have 
a case study to look at and be re-
inforced by. Honor the memory 
of my great-grandfather’s family. 
Honor the memory of 1.5 million 
innocents. Genocide unrecog-
nized is genocide twice over—after 
you erase the victims from the face 
of the earth, you then erase them 
from the annuls of history. We 
cannot let Turkey get away with 
yet another genocide.
Andrei Simpson-Satchlian is a 
columnist featured in the Opinion 
Section. He is an Economics and 
Politics double-major, and a mem-
ber of the Honors Program. He is 
the Chair of the College Republi-
cans and President of the Law Club.
Empathy is present in our 
lives, from being a part of our 
b r a i n ’s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a s  a 
chemical process, to being de-
veloped by our upbringing and 
the challenges we face.
Empathy forces us to be pro-
active in our daily interactions. 
It unifies our relations from 
family to friendships to col-
leagues even to strangers by 
providing us a lens to view their 
problems, feelings, and emo-
tions as our own. Thus creating 
a deeper understanding of one 
another as humans and helping 
break racial or socioeconomic 
or gender categories.
It even holds significance in 
major religious scripts, from the 
Bible to the Quran to the Bhaga-
vad Gita; all  major spiritual 
systems advocate its devotees 
to be more empathetic to fellow 
humans. The spiritual wisdom 
in these religions, exemplifies 
how empathy is an important 
universal standard that humans 
should abide by. A standard used 
in our daily interactions and 
transactions, even business.
Empathy in business enhanc-
es the corporate culture by 
creating a safe space for people 
to express their personal and 
work-related dilemmas. It cre-
ates a sense of unity between 
managers and employees. 
Making empathy a core cor-
porate value can be an attrac-
tive feature to consumers, who 
might be willing to pay more for 
a service or product of a com-
pany because they believe in its 
ideology and all the good it is 
doing for the humanity.
For example, if a coffee com-
pany pays fair wages, creates 
safe working conditions and 
teaches the farmers lessons on 
sustainable agricultural meth-
ods, more people might invest 
in this company because of its 
emphatic business practices. 
In  con trast,  when  Un ited 
Airlines used brutal force to-
wards a consumer to forcibly 
remove him from his seat, there 
was powerful backlash. It had 
a significant negative impact 
on their company’s stock. Con-
sumers are willing to pay more 
knowing that employees and 
customers are treated with 
compassion and respect.
In a more spiritual sense, 
businesses practicing empa-
thy towards employees is also 
contributing a positive energy 
and an image of how a busi-
ness should be managed. Such 
practice also harbors a support 
system and a sense of unity 
for employees, suppliers, and 
shareholders involved.
Empathy also enhances busi-
ness communication. If prac-
ticed with sincerity, it helps us 
see the dilemmas of others as 
our own. Expressing care for 
the employee or customer’s con-
cerns speaks volumes on how 
the company conducts their 
business. 
Some ways to practice empa-
thetic listening are: responding 
to the individual by his or her 
name, expressing active body 
language and observing other 
people’s body language. 
The act of empathetic listen-
ing is not practiced to simply 
listen for the sake of giving a 
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premeditated response, but to 
actually comprehend what the 
person is saying. After which, 
one can make space for their 
opinions and allow oneself to 
c h a n g e  o n e ’s  p e r c e pt i o n  t o 
better assist the employee or 
customer, if necessary. 
As we lead busy lives, filled 
with its intricacies, we are not 
always aware of the struggles 
others face. Empathy increases 
that awareness and creates a 
profound bond between two 
humans. It increases gratitude 
and lessens our anxieties and 
depression; we understand that 
we are not alone. 
Such a practice can be finan-
cially viable for a business, but 
also be a meaningful example of 
compassion and empathy in the 
corporate world that is tumultu-
ously changing.
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60 MISSILES  were fired by the US military  into Syria,  marking the first time the U.S. has attacked the Syrian government. (Photo courtesy of news.com.adu)
  
Syria attack marks departure from Trump’s populist rhetoric
BY MARSHALL LYMBURN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Trump cannot turn away from.  
His alleged ties to Russia have 
also been conveniently expunged 
by the strike. Russia called the at-
tack on the air base “a disgraceful 
act” and a “serious blow” to the 
Russian-American relationship. 
The calls made to Russia hours 
before the attack (allowing them 
to clear aircraft and personnel) 
was but a mere act of diplomacy. 
Telling you to get out of your 
brother’s house before I burn it 
down doesn’t excuse my pyro-
technic arson. Looking around 
President Trump rather than at 
him is a better indicator of what 
is going on in government.  
And to the greater and more 
predictable point: an administra-
tion rife with controversy has 
suddenly moved from a proxy 
war to playing a more aggressive 
stance on open conflict in the 
Middle East. We are dipping our 
toes back into the Bush-era waters 
to unknown ends. In a conflict 
with Iranian and Russian ties, 
it’s only a matter of time before 
greater strife emerges. Congress 
can mitigate any domestic policies 
or attempts at open war, but the 
responsibility of this attack relies 
solely on President Trump and his 
administration. All that remains 
to be seen is whether or not the 
Trump Administration is truly up 
for the task.  
President Trump’s missile 
strike against a Syrian airbase 
earlier this month was familiar to 
a country that has been enmeshed 
in Middle Eastern conflicts for 
the past two decades.  Six years 
of civil war, the rise of ISIS, and a 
humanitarian crisis that has de-
stabilized European politics (all in 
the wake of all failed negotiations) 
has made US military intervention 
in Syria inevitable. 
Now that the US has openly 
joined the conflict, most of the 
discussion has revolved around 
the effectiveness of this as a for-
eign policy move.  A worthwhile 
discussion, no doubt—but one that 
might overlook a definite shift in 
direction for an administration 
that has struggled to find stable 
footing.  The intent behind the 
strike in Syria— ineffective and a 
show of force to say the least—is 
unusual and worth pursuing. It is 
a marker of the Trump adminis-
tration’s transition from its early 
populist rhetoric to a more global-
ist platform, at unknown cost.
While some might be willing 
to chalk this latest headliner up 
to characteristic impulsivity, 
there is too much else at play to 
be ignored. What of the timely 
exit of Steve Bannon, the man 
responsible for President Trump’s 
populist platform, from the Na-
tional Security Council?  What 
do we make of the failure of the 
American Healthcare Act, meant 
to replace Obamacare?  What 
do we make of the fact that no, 
Mexico will not pay for “the wall?”
Trump’s populist platform is 
crumbling. The appointment 
of various elites to cabinet and 
political positions—all of this 
muddled by allegations of ties to 
Russia—has only further destabi-
lized his early rhetoric. Given the 
lunacy of his campaign and early 
administration promises, the gas 
attack provided a perfect chance 
to make a policy shift. What bet-
ter than a human rights violation, 
with infallible and international 
media coverage? 
Yes, this missile strike shows 
much of the same rashness and 
impulsivity we have come to as-
sociate with President Trump, 
rather than a cohesive political 
move. President Trump seems 
to have ordered the strike after 
seeing gassed Syrian civilians 
on TV. The strike also works in 
contradiction to his remarks 
after the 2013 gas attack where 
he tweeted, “We should stay the 
hell out of Syria, the “rebels” are 
just as bad as the current regime. 
WHAT WILL WE GET FOR OUR 
LIVES AND $ BILLIONS? ZERO.” 
But the “rashness” of this action is 
too well timed to be anything but 
a move away from his blue-collar 
promises. Whether this strike 
was politically charged and inten-
tional, or more of the directionless 
impulses characteristic of the past 
few months, the international ef-
fects of the strike have made this 
a hardline position that President 
Ivanka Trump unqualified for her role 
BY KIANA LEI YAP 
STAFF WRITER 
Ivanka Trump will join her 
husband, Jared Kushner, as an as-
sistant to President Trump and a 
member of his White House (WH) 
advisory personnel. She will serve 
as an informal unpaid federal 
employee, be subject to federal 
security clearances, and continue 
having her own office in the West 
Wing. Yet, like her father, she has 
no qualifying political leadership 
or mere advising experience, but 
no one seems to see that as an 
issue.
In a memo released by the Jus-
tice Department in January, the 
anti-nepotism statute does not 
apply to the President’s appoint-
ment of employees in the White 
House and only applies to agency 
appointments. While this move 
is entirely legal, the ethics of her 
qualifications for the position and 
how she is only being recognized 
now as a WH employee are con-
troversial.
A letter was signed by former 
White House ethics lawyers Nor-
man Eisen and Richard Painter, 
who both served respectively 
under the Obama and George 
W. Bush administrations. It was 
written to White House Coun-
sel Donald McGahn and stated, 
“[There is] deep concern about 
the highly unusual and inappro-
priate arrangement that is being 
proposed for Ivanka Trump…to 
play a formalized role in the White 
House without being required to 
comply with the ethics and disclo-
sure requirements that apply to 
White House employees.”
However, Ms. Trump’s lawyer 
Jamie Gorelick made a statement 
that said, “[Ms. Trump] will be 
bound by the same ethics rules 
that she had planned to comply 
with voluntarily.” 
Voluntarily complied? This 
statement from her lawyer makes 
it sound like she is not federally 
mandated to comply with WH 
employee ethics rules. Had Ivanka 
not been under the scrutiny of the 
public spotlight in the announce-
ment of her position, it sounds 
like she would not have agreed 
to comply with these ethics pro-
cedures.
Had she not been called upon 
and criticized as not being an 
official WH employee, one can 
speculate that Ms. Trump would 
have continued her secretive work 
as being an adviser to her father. 
After 70 days of the Trump presi-
dency, his daughter is only now 
being recognized as an official WH 
employee. Was there something 
to hide prior to this? Perhaps an 
accusation of being a conflict of 
interest? Unofficial advising?
In a statement made by Ms. 
Trump, she says, “Throughout 
this process I have been working 
closely and in good faith with the 
White House counsel and my 
personal counsel to address the 
unprecedented nature of my role.” 
And what is her role exactly?
The true controversy comes 
with what exactly her title is. She’s 
an unpaid, informal, non-official 
(meaning that she is not being 
sworn in) adviser to her father. 
Yet, she is present at all major 
economic or foreign relations 
meetings that President Trump 
holds. She has been seen sitting 
between German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel and Salesforce CEO 
Marc Benioff in a meeting about 
workforce development and Ger-
man relations and in a meeting 
with Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau about female 
entrepreneurship. She  obviously 
has sufficient security clearance 
to attend high-level White House 
meetings with her father and 
his advisers, and she will receive 
federal communication devices. 
Yet, she is not an official WH 
employee?
Next to Kellyanne Conway, 
Ivanka is the most seen woman 
with President Trump. Maybe 
they find camaraderie in their lack 
of political experience. However, 
Ms. Trump’s assuming of her role 
speaks to the perception of the 
American public and political fig-
ureheads as to how qualifications 
for working in the White House, 
or being President, no longer 
include having prior political 
leadership or advising experience. 
This is not to discount her 
leadership experience, though. 
She does have business leadership 
experience as a female entrepre-
neur, although it may help that 
she is a wealthy white upper-class 
woman. This fact, however, does 
not qualify her to take on such a 
role. Of course, no political ex-
perience for those who take an 
official government position only 
puts one at a disadvantage. He, or 
she, has only seen governmental 
operations from the perspective 
of a civilian, not from that of a 
policymaker.
In fact, with this past year’s 
election, it seems as though prior 
political experience is detrimen-
tal to one’s public image—over 
experience makes one a “career 
politician” and under-experience, 
well, makes you fit for President. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s i m i l a r  t o 
Trump’s appointment of Jared 
Kushner, Ivanka Trump will now 
function as an adviser to her fa-
ther. I doubt that these nepotistic 
practices will end here. 
Labyrinth gets its sequel after thirty years
BY KALI KUSHNER
ASSISTANT CULTURE EDITOR
CULTURE
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BY CAMILLA MARAIS 
CULTURE EDITOR 
This past weekend, I followed the 
wise words of one Tom Haverford 
and treated myself. While Lafayette 
is home to several of my go-to stops 
(I’m looking at you Roam), I found 
myself craving something different, 
fresh, and elevating. That being said, 
you can imagine my excitement 
as I scrolled through Yelp this past 
weekend and stumbled across Reve, 
a French restaurant located right on 
Moraga Road. I told my boyfriend 
that we were going on Friday night. 
Making a reservation was easy 
enough, and before I knew it, my 
dreams of escargot and croq au vin 
became a reality. 
We arrived at Reve and were 
quickly seated by a kind and enthu-
siastic  hostess. The spring menu 
had incredible seasonal variety, and 
we each selected an appetizer and 
entree. Reve had a beautiful ambi-
ence: warm, modern, and inviting. 
The space is on the smaller side, 
yet manages to hold a good amount 
of people. Our people watching 
was interrupted by the arrival of 
our appetizers: gougères for him 
and creme de petits pois froide for 
me. The gougères are addicting 
on another level; these bite-sized 
cheese puffs are warm, savory, 
and perfectly seasoned. Fun to eat 
and easy to share, these little puffs 
were a massive hit. We considered 
another order before reflecting on 
all the other dishes we wanted to 
try. Each taking spoonfuls of my 
creme de petits pois froide, we were 
enchanted by the smooth, sweet, 
and cool sensation of the soup. The 
sweet peas paired perfectly with 
succulent crab, which contributed 
a heartier bite to the light soup. I 
could have had several cups of it and 
called it a night. Satisfied but excited 
for our main courses, we resumed 
our people watching. Soon after our 
entrees arrived at the table: steak 
frites beurre maître d’hôtel for him 
and moules frites “marinière” for 
myself. I am pescatarian and did not 
try the steak, but from my partner’s 
expression and pace of eating, the 
meat was tender, rich, and perfectly 
seasoned. It was paired with crispy 
thin-cut fries, roasted vegetables, as 
well as a lusciously melty herb but-
ter. From the juiciness of the steak, 
crunch on the fries, rich flavor of the 
veggies, and succulent decadence of 
the herb butter, this dish was an all 
around winner. Each flavor not only 
complemented each other, but en-
hanced the beautiful layers of each 
6
ingredient. My entree of moules frit-
es “marinière” rivaled the gougères 
in terms of addictiveness. The mus-
sels were perfectly tender, steamed 
in a white wine cream sauce and 
dusted with parsley; this yielded a 
fresh, savory, and rich flavor, perfect 
for dipping french fries in. The fries 
were probably some of the best I’ve 
had, crispy on the outside, mealy 
and soft inside, and dusted with 
salt. They soaked up the white wine 
broth perfectly, creating a flavor that 
I wanted to bathe myself in. Most of 
the fries on our table went to that 
broth, which I ended up eating out 
of the bowl with a spoon. 
Satisfied, we ordered ourselves 
dessert. After more people-watch-
ing, chatting, and gushing over my 
mussels, creme brulee and chocolate 
mousse made their way to our table. 
The chocolate mousse was perfectly 
rich; comprised of dark chocolate, 
the dessert was rich and satisfying 
without delivering a sugar rush. 
The texture was fluffy and smooth, 
melting on my tongue and kept me 
coming back for more. We then 
sampled the creme brulee, crack-
ing the burnt sugar topping to the 
smooth and eggy custard beneath. 
Flecks of vanilla bean were woven 
within the custard, yielding a rich 
and deep vanilla flavor. After we 
had licked (metaphorically) our 
dessert dishes clean, we finished 
our experience at Reve with some 
hot tea, scanning the tables around 
us for dishes to try at our hope-
fully soon return. Reve’s food was 
simple, yet beautifully executed. If 
you and a partner are looking for a 
consistently spectacular, fresh, and 
elegant meal, Reve is the local stop 
for all things wonderful.
“13 Rea-
sons Why” 
reviewAs someone who grew up with 
an intense love for Jim Henson’s 
infamous “Labyrinth” (1986), 
I’m excited to announce that the 
film’s sequel is officially in prog-
ress. Over the years, fans have 
attempted desperate measures 
in order to get some form of a 
sequel: from making fan trailers, 
fake articles, or even publishing 
the comic “Return to Labyrinth” 
back in 2006. After thirty years 
of waiting, a sequel directed by 
Fede Alvarez—known for his 
2013 “Evil Dead” remake and 
his 2016 horror film “Don’t 
Breathe”—is in the works. Lisa 
Henson, daughter of the original 
director and current CEO of the 
Jim Henson Company, will be 
producing the film. 
For readers who aren’t fa-
miliar with the cult classic, or 
perhaps only retain vague im-
ages of eccentric puppets and 
certain aspects of David Bowie’s 
wardrobe, I’ll happily refresh 
your memory. The original film 
introduces us to Sarah, played 
by a young Jennifer Connelly, 
who is best described as an ang-
sty teen with theatrical aspira-
tions. One night, Sarah is left to 
watch her infant brother, Toby, 
while her parents go out. This 
immediately throws Sarah into 
a whiny tantrum of how no one 
appreciates her. During said 
tantrum she decides to scold 
Toby by wishing that the Goblin 
King would take him away— a 
typical reaction of any responsi-
ble sibling. Not so surprisingly, 
Sarah’s wish is granted and the 
balcony doors burst open to 
reveal Jareth the Goblin King, 
played by David Bowie. Don’t 
let the title fool you, Jareth is 
about as far from a Goblin as 
you can imagine, decked out in 
blue eyeshadow, tights pants, a 
blonde wig reminiscent of Tina 
Turner, and massive amounts 
of glitter. 
The rest of the film follows 
Sarah as she travels to the realm 
of the Goblin King, known as the 
Underground, to take back her 
brother before he’s turned into 
a goblin. 
This results in a story consist-
ing of many strange Henson 
Co. puppets and several songs 
from David Bowie himself, the 
most well known being “Magic 
Dance” in which Jareth tosses 
an infant much too high into the 
air while he sings with his goblin 
entourage. 
 The film ended up becoming 
a cult classic of the 80’s. Even 
though it has been over thirty 
years, it’s announced sequel 
has been met with excitement. 
While many details are still 
hidden from the public, Lisa 
Henson has told the Hollywood 
Reporter that the sequel will 
be “not a remake nor a reboot 
but rather a continuation of the 
story.” Additionally, Henson 
has made it clear that they will 
not attempt to replace Bowie’s 
famous depiction of the Goblin 
King, as no one could ever come 
close to filling his shoes.
Lafayette’s Reve showcases French flavors
BY NATASHA YERRAMILLI
STAFF WRITER
 Produced by Selena Gomez, 
“13 Reasons Why” is a new Net-
flix original that is based off of 
a book of the same title by Jay 
Asher. The show centers around 
Hannah Baker, a high school 
junior who commits suicide. 
Throughout the show’s narra-
tive, Hannah tells her story, or 
13 reasons, of why she chooses to 
commit suicide. In order to give 
her reasons, she uses casette 
tapes to detail her story —view-
ers listen to this story over the 
course of 13 hour-long episodes. 
T h e  s h o w  i s  m y s t e r i o u s , 
chilling, and addicting. Unlike 
other shows and movies about 
high school, “13 Reasons Why” 
touches on topics that many 
teenages are uncomfortable 
discussing, and it explains the 
idea that school appearances 
are not everything; each student 
has their own story. In Hannah’s 
case, she was overwhelmed with 
negativity and couldn’t find an 
outlet where she could express 
her feelings. She felt she was a 
burden to everyone. Some may 
say she was over exaggerating 
while others may feel that Han-
nah’s character was right to feel 
the way she does.  The writers 
and directors of the show don’t 
glorify the high school image 
to make it seem super great for 
popular people, and super lame 
for the non-popular. They don’t 
sugarcoat the image and make 
the issues seem less real.
There are moments of hap-
piness and romance, but also 
of moments of gut-wrenching 
pain. “13 Reasons Why” shows 
that suffering is real, and it also 
offers insight of how to change 
it.  The premise of the show 
sounds very morbid; while it is 
sad, it is also a very realistic por-
trayal of issues in our society. 
We often don’t know what we’re 
feeling and how to express it. 
Parents in the show want to 
help their kids, but they don’t 
k n ow  h ow.  S o m et i m e s  t h e y 
trivialize their teenager’s prob-
lems, saying that they are over 
exaggerating, that “it’s not a big 
deal,” “this will pass,” and that 
“this is not forever.” The con-
cept that “this is not forever” 
and that “this is temporary ” 
does not help teenagers. Young 
people feel like now is forever, 
and we need someone to help us 
get through now because if you 
can’t get through now you’ll be 
stuck in pain forever. In order 
to get through the pain, you 
need people who can stick by 
you. As long as you have a loving 
community where you feel seen 
and appreciated, the pain can 
become more bearable. 
This show is great, it is artisti-
cally directed, the acting is in-
credible—and above all it’s real. 
“13 Reasons Why ” is a highly 
powerful show. It brings insight 
into some raw and harsh reali-
ties people around us are living. 
I highly recommend watching it 
for more than just 13 reasons. 
REVE brings contemporary French flavors to Lafayette, showcasing classic French cooking techniques with local flavors. (Courtesy of Beyond the Creek)
DAVID BOWIE and Jennifer Connelly dance together during one of the most visually iconic scenes of the 1986 film. (Courtesy of Book Punks)
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Sports 
this week
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Tue. @ San Jose St., 7:00 p.m.
Fri. @ Gonzaga, 6:00 p.m.
Sat. @ Gonzaga, 3:00 p.m.
Sun. @ Gonzaga, 12:00 p.m.
Zach Kirtley and the Gaels 
(record) hit the road to play a 
midweek game against San Jose 
St. and a three game series against 
first-place Gonzaga this weekend. 
Saint Mary’s will look to step up 
their play as the race for the WCC 
postseason heats up in the season’s 
final month.
TRACK
SOFTBALL
ROWING
BASEBALL
Sat. @ LMU, 12:00 p.m.
Sat. @ LMU, 2:00 p.m.
Sun. @ LMU, 10:00 a.m.
After a long break, Saint Mary’s 
(16-23, 2-4 WCC)will resume 
conference play when they pay a 
visit to LMU in a three-game series 
with the Lions.  In their meeting 
last year, the Lions took two out of 
three with Saint Mary’s.
Mon. vs BYU, 10:30 a.m.
Thurs. @ WCC Championships
Saint Mary’s will try to tie Gonzaga 
for second-place with a win over 
BYU before heading into the WCC 
Championships later in the week. 
Fri @ Brutus Hamilton Inv.
Sat. @ Western Intercollegiate 
Rowing Association 
Championships
After sweeping Santa Clara 
earlier in the month, Saint Mary’s 
will head to Rancho Cordova 
to participate in the all-day 
Western Intercollegiate  Rowing 
Association Championships.
The competition is heating up 
as the 2017 NBA Playoffs get un-
derway. There are plenty of sto-
rylines that fans are waiting to 
see unfold, including a Western 
Conference showdown between 
the Oklahoma City Thunder 
and the Houston Rockets that 
pits the league’s top two MVP 
candidates against each other. 
Both Russell Westbrook and 
James Harden are having career 
years, with Westbrook’s being 
particularly historic. 
The 2017 playoffs feature a 
handful of surprising teams. 
While the Celtics and Wizards 
may have already been con-
sidered playoff teams at the 
start of the season, it was a bit 
unexpected to see them finish 
the year as the first and fourth 
seeds, respectively. Most fans 
did not expect to see the de-
fending champion Cleveland 
Cavaliers have a slight drop off 
at the end of the year which re-
sulted in them being surpassed 
by the Celtics for the top spot in 
the Eastern Conference.
However, the Cavaliers still 
have LeBron James, who seems 
to always bring up the intensity 
in the playoffs, at times carrying 
his team to crucial wins. He has 
now played in an astounding 
200 career playoff games and 
reached the top five in all time 
playoff scoring. Last year, he 
pulled off one of the greatest 
upsets in NBA history when he 
came back from a 3-1 deficit in 
the NBA Finals to defeat the 
record-setting Golden State 
Warriors.  
Surprise teams such as the 
Washington Wizards and Mil-
waukee Bucks also have a chance 
to make noise in the Eastern 
NBA Playoffs full of intriguing, competitive matchups
BY RYAN MOYLE
STAFF WRITER
Conference.  The Bucks’ Greek 
Freak, Giannis Antetokounmpo, 
has burst on to the scene as one 
of the best players in the league 
and will look to lead his team 
to a first-round win against the 
always-solid Toronto Raptors. 
On the other hand, the Wiz-
ards’ backcourt of John Wall 
and Bradley Beal have finally 
succeeded in putting together a 
knockout season and have a very 
good chance of defeating the 
fifth-seeded Hawks. Unlike past 
years, the East is almost entirely 
up for grabs as LeBron’s reign of 
dominance is not as guaranteed 
as before.
On the other hand, the West 
is essentially in the hands of 
two teams. With the addition 
of superstar Kevin Durant, the 
2015-champion Warriors have 
put together yet another stellar 
season. The multi-headed mon-
ster of Durant, Stephen Curry, 
Klay Thompson, and Draymond 
Green look to be a sure lock to 
represent the West in the NBA 
Finals.  However, the Warriors 
are always looking to surprise 
fans as they were essentially 
unbeatable last year but decided 
to choke away a 3-1 lead in the 
Finals, a statistic that has been 
accomplished by just them in 
the entire history of the NBA.  
However, another factor in 
the West is the San Antonio 
Spurs, who have enjoyed the 
emergence of Kawhi Leonard 
as one of the best players in the 
league. They have been the most 
consistently good team for the 
past 20 years and are perhaps 
the only team who can top the 
Warriors in the playoffs.
Still, with the Warriors back-
ground of struggling in pivotal 
moments, perhaps anyone can 
beat them, especially after loss-
es to notably bad teams during 
the regular season including the 
Lakers, Kings, and Nuggets.
Other teams such as the Jazz 
and the Grizzlies are also ca-
pable of making some noise in 
the playoffs, but they will be 
battling much superior teams 
in the first round. The Portland 
Trailblazers are playing in pos-
sibly the most lopsided series 
as the Warriors look to avenge 
last year ’s Finals loss to the 
Cavaliers.  
B u t  w i t h o u t  m a n y  o t h e r 
teams posing a serious threat, 
fans may be in store for the third 
straight year of the Warriors and 
Cavaliers going head to head 
for the coveted Larry O’Brien 
Trophy.
RUSSELL WESTBROOK AND JAMES HARDEN put on a show whenever their teams meet. (Courtesy of todayEvery)
Beach volleyball falls in semifinal of WCC Tournament
BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
SPORTS EDITOR
Last Friday and Saturday, the 
women’s beach volleyball team 
travelled to beautiful Santa 
Monica, California, for the WCC 
Championships. After a trip to 
Hawaii in which they lost their 
two matches against Hawaii, the 
Gaels entered the Champion-
ships as the No. 2 seed.
On Friday, the No. 2 Gaels 
started off their tournament by 
facing Bay Area rival USF, with 
the Dons seeded seventh in the 
contest. The Gaels swept the 
Dons 5-0, as the Gaels No. 1 pair 
of Lindsey Knudsen and Payton 
Rund won their match 21-14 and 
21-11. Emily Bible and Sarah 
Chase, the Gaels No. 2 pair, also 
recorded the sweep, defeating 
the Dons pair of Camille Araujo 
and Marjolijin Oskam 21-14 and 
21-15.
The Gaels faced Loyola Mary-
mount next, but they fell 3-2 to 
the Lions. Both top two pairs 
for the Gaels won, but the Gaels 
number three, four, and five 
pairs dropped their matches. 
Despite the loss to the Lions, the 
Gaels bounced back to sweep 
and eliminate the fifth-seeded 
Portland Pilots. The Gaels top 
pairs of Knudsen/ Rund and 
Bible/Chase won 21-16, 21-18 
and 21-16, 21-19, respectively.  
Knudsen/Rund went a per-
fect 3-0, swept all three of their 
matches, not dropping a single 
set and winning five of their six 
sets by five or more points. The 
Gaels No. 2 pair Bible/Chase 
were nearly as dominant, but 
won four of their six sets by five 
or more points.
On Saturday, the Gaels faced 
Santa Clara. They swept the 
Broncos 5-0 to eliminate SCU 
and advance to the semifinals 
for the second year. The Gaels 
faced LMU, who they lost to 
3-2 on Friday. Unfortunately 
for the Gaels, the Lions got the 
upper hand in that matchup 
once again. Saint Mary’s fell 4-1 
to LMU and were eliminated. 
The No. 2 pair for the Gaels got 
the only win against the Lions, 
as they earned set wins of 21-12 
and 21-14.
With their loss against the 
Lions, Knudsen and Rund ended 
their win five game win streak. 
Bible and Chase have won 21-8 
total with 19-8 in the No. 2 spot.
Despite the Gaels elimination 
in the WCC Championships, 
they still have a chance to see 
more action. They now wait to 
see if any pairs will be selected 
to the USA Volleyball Collegiate 
Beach Championships. At this 
event, 24 of the best collegiate 
pairs face each other in Her-
mosa Beach, California on May 
11 to May 13. 
SARAH CHASE AND EMILY BIBLE helped get the Gaels all the way to the semifinals of the WCC Championships. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
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Baseball defeats San Jose State, Pacific in successful week
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
Men’s golf places third in final tournament Women’s tennis downs Pacific
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
EDDIE HAUS homered and had four hits in the Gaels’ Friday win in front of a good crowd at Louis Guisto Field. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
At Riverside Country Club 
in Provo, Utah last Saturday 
afternoon, the Gaels came close 
to repeating as West Coast Con-
ference champions but fell just 
a little short, finishing third in 
conference championship. So 
instead of getting an automatic 
entry into the NCAA Regionals 
Championships like last year, 
the Gaels will have to wait until 
participants are announced on 
May 4 to find out their future.
T h e  G a e l s ,  w h o  f i n i s h e d 
12-under par for the tourna-
ment, used a seven-under par 
BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
SPORTS EDITOR
day on Saturday to finish third 
in the contest. The Gaels ended 
up ten strokes ahead of fourth-
place finishers Pacific and Santa 
Clara, but they lagged behind 
BY U  a n d  Pe p p e r d i n e  by  1 2 
strokes and five strokes, respec-
tively. For BYU, this year’s host, 
their 24-under par tournament 
was enough to ensure a spot in 
NCAA Regionals. 
Junior Perry Cohen helped 
lead the Gaels to their strong 
finish, shooting a four-under 
par 68. Cohen birdied twice on 
the back nine on holes 12 and 
15, and he  finished with four 
birdies total. 
Connor Blick also had a good 
tournament, finishing 2-under 
for the tournament thanks in 
part to an impressive eagle on 
hole seven. 
Hunter Rappleye, the lone 
senior on a roster full of first-
years and juniors, ended tied 
for seventh in the field in his 
final conference tournament. 
Rappleye shot an even-par 72 
in the final round, coming back 
from a two-over front nine with 
a couple birdies in the back nine. 
Juniors Pavan Sagoo and Roman 
Aragon rounded out the Gaels 
five. Sagoo shot a one-over 73 
in the final round, with Aragon 
coming through with a one-un-
der 71 to close his tournament.
HUNTER RAPPLEYE finished tied for seventh in the field in his last conference tournament. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
On Saturday, the women’s tennis 
team honored Jana McCord and 
Parminder Kaur on Senior Day in 
true fashion with a dominate 4-0 
win over Pacific. The Gaels swept the 
Tigers and did not give up a single set.
In  doubles competition, the Gaels 
grabbed a quick 1-0 advantage with 
wins on courts one and three. Clem-
entine Clement and Emma Critser 
were a dynamic duo and overpow-
ered the Tigers with an easy 6-0 
win on court one. On court three, 
Kareena Manji and Jacqueline Pel-
letier showed their teamwork with 
a 6-1 win.
In singles competition, the Gaels 
recorded three wins in straight sets 
to clinch their sixth conference vic-
tory this season. Pelletier dominated 
Anna Ramos Vinolas of the Tigers 
6-1, 6-1 on court two. Clement won 
her first set 6-0 and her second in 
an easy 6-3 victory. Manji recorded 
her ninth win of the season on court 
four with a 6-4, 6-1 win over Tigers 
Sabrina Rodriquez.
With their sweep over the Tigers, 
the Gaels now move to 11-7, 6-2 WCC. 
They are currently in third place 
behind Pepperdine and Gonzaga. 
With Pepperdine undefeated, 9-0, 
in the number one spot and Gonzaga 
7-2 in the number two spot, a win on 
Monday would mean the Gaels are 
tied with the Bulldogs heading into 
the WCC Championships.
The Gaels will face BYU in a re-
scheduled match at home on Mon-
day, April 24. After, Saint Mary’s will 
get ready for the WCC Champion-
ships, which begin on this Thursday 
and continue until Saturday. 
PARMINDER KAUR played well in her singles and doubles matches. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
Now fully in the midst of the con-
ference race to the playoffs, Saint 
Mary’s took on San Jose State in 
a nonconference matchup before 
hosting Pacific in a three-game 
series. The Gaels fell in two out of 
three games to LMU in their previ-
ous WCC series and desperately 
needed a series win over a strug-
gling Tigers team. Luckily, they 
got just that, sweeping Pacific in 
dramatic fashion.
Earlier in the week against San 
Jose State, Saint Mary’s earned 
head coach Eric Valenzuela his 
100th career win in come-from-
behind fashion, as they used nine 
straight runs against the Spartans 
to end up winning 11-6.
Saint Mary’s, losing 5-0 and 6-2 
at different points in the game, 
scored their first two runs when 
Austin Chauvin singled up the 
middle in the fourth inning to plate 
two runs. But the Gaels waited 
until innings six through eight to 
start clawing back into the game. 
In the sixth, Kevin Milam came 
around to score on an errant throw, 
and Chauvin drove in another 
run—this time on a sacrifice fly—to 
make it 6-4. Then in the seventh, 
Milam singled home Brett Rasso to 
put Saint Mary’s within one. 
Finally, in the eighth, the Saint 
Mary’s offense erupted. Rasso had 
the game-tying hit, as he singled 
home a run with the bases loaded. 
Then Milam forced home a run 
when he took a pitch off the shoul-
der put Saint Mary’s up 7-6. 
The Gaels would proceed to 
add four more runs—three of 
them coming from consecutive 
singles by Eddie Haus and Jackson 
Thoreson. 
During this run, Cameron Neff 
provided four key relief innings to 
allow Milam to then throw a score-
less ninth inning and give Saint 
Mary’s the win. 
In their series opener with Pa-
cific Friday afternoon, Saint Mary’s 
overcame five Pacific homeruns 
and yet another five-run deficit 
to defeat the Tigers 15-9 at Louis 
Guisto Field. 
Pacific homered in each of the 
first three innings, with the third-
inning blast being a grand slam 
off the bat of junior Ryan Schalch. 
That homer, in addition to solo 
shots from Pacific’s Matt Tarantino 
in the first and Danny Mayer in the 
second, helped the Tigers build an 
early 6-3 lead, but they wouldn’t 
stop there. The Tigers added two 
more in the fifth when junior Lucas 
Halstead launched a two-run shot 
to left to give Pacific an 8-3 lead. 
But the Gaels—clearly unafraid 
of playing from behind—mounted 
their comeback in a marathon 
eight-run sixth-inning. After 
Thoreson drove in Milam with 
a sacrifice fly, Chauvin drove in 
another run for the Gaels with a 
double. Then junior centerfielder 
Joey Fiske drove in two runs with 
a single to make it a one-run game, 
setting the stage for junior Zach 
Kirtley. 
Kirtley came through with a 
key two-run double, giving Saint 
Mary’s a lead they wouldn’t re-
linquish. 
The Gaels would add two more 
in the inning and then four more 
in the eight, giving them more 
than enough to close out the series 
opening game with the win. 
Without the same offensive 
fireworks, Saint Mary’s once again 
proved to be too much for Pacific 
the next day. Behind a strong start 
from sophomore Conner Loeprich 
and a couple two-run homeruns 
from a couple sluggers, Saint 
Mary’s defeated the Tigers 5-1.
With the game tied 1-1 and Kirt-
ley on first base in the bottom of 
the sixth, Milam drove a 2-2 pitch 
over the left-field wall to give 
Saint Mary’s the lead. A couple in-
nings later in the eighth, Thoreson 
launched the first pitch of his at-bat 
for a two-run blast. Milam then 
threw a nine-pitch ninth inning to 
secure the Gaels’ 5-1 win. 
In the series finale, Saint Mary’s 
waited until the ninth inning 
to gain their first lead, as they 
defeated Pacific 3-2 with a Brett 
Rasso walk-off sacrifice fly. 
Down 2-0 in the eighth inning, 
despite a marvelous start from 
senior Jake Valdez, Saint Mary’s 
used two straight RBI-hits from 
Haus and Thoreson to tie the game. 
In the ninth, Fiske reached on a 
walk, stole second, then advanced 
to third on a poor throw. That gave 
Rasso his opportunity, and he took 
advantage of it with a fly-ball just 
deep enough to score the speedy 
Fiske. 
Valdez gave Saint Mary’s seven 
strong innings, striking out 10 
Pacific hitters and allowing just 
one earned run in his performance. 
The Gaels, now 8-6 in confer-
ence play and in fifth place, visit 
the Spartans on Tuesday before a 
three-game series at Gonzaga. 
